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Stay tuned to learn
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• Next Steps



Strategic Plan: 
“Plan for a PhD
Program”

Motivation
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IQAP for New Program Approvals

• Evidence of adequate resources to sustain 
graduate student scholarship and research 

activities, including library support

Business Accreditation Standards 

& Continuous Improvement Review 

• Adequate financial resources to support 

intellectual contribution expectations (e.g., 
databases and data analysis software)
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How do you know if you have 
adequate resources for a PhD?

• Recommended by ACRL’s

Standards for Libraries in 

Higher Education

• AACSB requires business 

schools to identify 

comparable and 

aspirant peer groups
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Methodology

• Select an aspirant peer group of Canadian 
business schools
• 8 AACSB-Accredited; 2 Equis-Accredited

• Look at schools with PhD Programs with 
specializations in: 
• Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Operations & 

Information Systems, Organization Studies

• Compile lists of databases from Library and 
business school websites 
• A-Z lists, subject lists, research guides 
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• UBC
• SFU

• Alberta
• Calgary

• McMaster
• Queen’s
• Toronto
• Western
• WLU
• York

The Aspirant Peer Group



Program Comparisons
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Name Degree Specializations FT
Students

FT40 Study 
Research Rank

McMaster PhD in Business Admin Actg, Fnce, Mgt Sci, MIS, Mktg, Obhr 53 Not Ranked

Queen’s PhD in Management Actg, Bus Econ, Fnce, MIS, Mgt Sci, Mktg, Obhr 45 6

Simon Fraser PhD in Business Admin Actg, Fnce, IB, MIS, Mktg, Org, Strat, Tech OM 26 2

UBC PhD in Business Admin Actg, Fnce, Mgt Sci, Mktg, Obhr, Real Estate, 
Strategy

68 3

U of Alberta PhD in Business Actg, Fnce, Mktg, Oper, MIS, Strat, Org 55 4

U of Calgary PhD in Business Admin Actg, Fnce, Ent, HR, Mktg, MIS, Oper, Risk Mgmt 42 8

U of Toronto PhD in Management Actg, Fnce, Mktg, Obhr, OM, Strat 70 1

Wilfred Laurier PhD in Management Actg, Fin Econ, Mktg, Obhr, OM, SCM 25 16

Western PhD in Business Admin Mgmt, MIS, Mgt Sci, Mktg, OM, Obhr, Fnce 60 6

York PhD in Administration Actg, Fnce, Mktg, OM, MIS, Obhr, Strat 60 Not Ranked
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Most Widely Held Titles: 10/10 Schools
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1. Bloomberg
2. Business Source

3. Canadian Public Policy 
Collection

4. Canadian Research Index

5. CARD Online
6. CBCA

7. CPA Standards & Guidance 
Collection

8. Compustat North America

9. CRSP US Stocks
10.D&B Industry Norms & Key 

Business Ratios
11.EconLit

12.Factiva
13.Globe & Mail Archive

14. Journal Citation Reports
15.NBER Working Papers
16.OECD iLibrary*

17.PAIS International
18.Passport GMID

19.PscyArticles
20.PscyInfo
21.Sport Discus

22.Thomson One
23.TSX CFMRC

24.Web of Science
25.WRDS



Most Widely Held Titles:
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1. ABI/Inform
2. Canadian Newsstand

3. Compustat Global
4. CPI.Q
5. Datastream

6. Infomart / FPAdvisor
7. IBISWorld

9/10 Schools

1. Communications & Mass Media
2. Execucomp*

3. Emerald
4. Films on Demand
5. I/B/E/S

6. IFRS
7. Mergent Online

8. Thomson Reuters Institutional 13f
9. Wall Street Historical Archive

8/10 Schools
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Most Widely Held Titles:

1. Conference Board of Canada
2. Economist Intelligence Unit

3. Hein Online
4. LexisNexis Academic
5. S&P Net Advantage

7/10 Schools
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Most Widely Held Titles:

1.Books 24X7
2.Current Index to Statistics 

(Statindex)
3.Economist Historical Archive
4.Financial Times Historical 

Archive
5.GrantConnect

6.Historical Statistics of the 
United States

7.KLD Ratings / MSCI ESG

8.Making of the Modern World

9.MarketLine
10. MarketResearch.com 

Academic
11. O’Brien’s Encyclopedia of 
Forms

12. Print Measurement Bureau
13. Sage Research Methods 

Online*

6/10 Schools



Gap Analysis by 
Database Type –
What is Brock 
missing?
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Gaps in Canadian Content
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• Canadian Research Index

• CARD Online

• Print Measurement Bureau



Gaps in Business News & Archives
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• Factiva

• The Economist Historical 
Archive

• The Financial Times Historical 
Archive

• The Wall Street Journal 
Historical Archive



Gaps in Advertising, Marketing, 
& Industry Information Sources

17

• CARD Online

• IBISWorld

• MarketLine

• MarketResearch.com 
Academic

• Print Measurement 
Bureau



Gaps in Numeric Databases for 
Company/Financial Research
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• D&B Industry Norms & Key 
Business Ratios

• Execucomp

• Mergent Online

• Thomson One

• Thomson Reuters 13f 
Institutional



Next Steps

• Update and expand the study to include comparable peers* 
such as:

• Concordia

• Dalhousie

• McGill

• Memorial University of Newfoundland

• University of Saskatchewan

*At the request of the Associate Dean for Research & Graduate Studies, Goodman School of Business
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Please contact me:

• If you wish to collaborate 
on a benchmarking project

• Or for detailed results 
from this study

Email: llowry@brocku.ca


