Saturday fournoon
House of assembly 16 [?] 1836

My Dear Sir

By this morning’s delivery of letters
| had yours of [14™"] [?] with the partly blank
note to which you desire my name
and in accordance with your desire
have done so

| was with the mail stage
at Beamsville at the time the mail [?]
was state, and caused every viligance to be
imediattly used besides having the young man
in charge of the post office to make out [away]
of the Bill giving the particulars of the arrival
as noted on the Roadway bill and also noted
by that office for departing. Likewise the



number of minutes after missing (3 m)
and the [manner]; | met with [Stephinsen]
[Mook] the mail Contractor together

at Hamiltons and gave him every
particular, and [showed] them

the necessity of having the mailbags

at all times by day and by night

at least in the Back of the Stage; at

the very time at Beamsville when the
[cry] of the mail being carried off | with a
Candle [?] the Stage and their

saw the grand mail laying on the top

of the Stage, therefore an opportunity
to a thief either to cut or carry away



particularly at [?] places in the dark, because
all at such places is [?] with [passing]

leaving the stage and examining of the
baggage is safe. When the driver is

getting water for his Horses or drink in

the bar room for himself, as was the case

in this instance, when the Clerk had

called and at the[?] [?] [?] that the

[?] was ready, the P. O. only a door or two [?]

| hope that you may
use the above hints to be in [?] [shortly]
carried into effect, | [?] and to the
M. Contractors the necessity of having
their drivers attend strictly to this as a rule
of their duty with the mail

Alex Hamilton Esq I am my dear Sir/yours faithfully
David Thornton



P.S. It ought to be [?] on Contractors not to leave
a Mail Bag at a P. O. Door when by night or day
as | upon inquiry find is frequently the case

D.T.

Alex Hamilton Esquire
[?77]

Queenston

[D Thornton] 16 July 36

[??7]



