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Scope and Content:

Fonds contains material relating to the work of the Pelham LACAC (Local Architectural
Conservation Advisory Committee). Much of the material concerns the Comfort Maple tree in
Pelham. Some other material about historic buildings in Pelham is also included. Material was
kept in its original order and includes meeting minutes, correspondence, news clippings, reports,

and maps.
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Administrative History:

Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committees (LACAC) were established around

the time the Ontario Heritage Act was enacted in 1974. The committees were appointed by
Municipal Council to advise on heritage matters within their communities. Over the years, the
work of these committees has expanded to include cultural and natural heritage as well as
buildings. To better reflect the scope of their work, LACAC became known as Municipal Heritage
Committees. LACAC volunteers worked in separate committees within different areas of Niagara,
including St. Catharines, Thorold, Niagara Falls, and Pelham.

Organization:

The fonds was organized into two series:
Series I: Administrative, 1998-2001

Series Il: Historic Sites, 1861-2000, n.d.

Inventory:

11

1.2

Series I: Administrative, 1998-2001

Pelham LACAC, 1998-2000. Much of the material concerns the Comfort Maple in Pelham.
Contains news clippings about Pelham LACAC and the Comfort Maple; agenda and
minutes of the Niagara Regional LACAC; a brief history of the Comfort Maple and Dr.
William Mingle Comfort (1822-1899); photocopied excerpts from A Tour of Historic
Thorold featuring photos and descriptions of local historic homes; a program for the
dedication of Pelham’s historic tree “Old Glory” the Comfort Maple; a brief summary of
the role of Pelham LACAC; meeting minutes; and a letter from the Town of Pelham re: a
commemorative book for the Town of Pelham to be produced for the millennium.

Pelham LACAC, 2001. Contains correspondence from the Town of Pelham re: the
proposed Timber Creek Estates subdivision and a letter from Pelham LACAC requesting
more information on the subdivision; meeting minutes for May and June 2001; a
background information report on Timber Creek Estates subdivision by Upper Canada
Consultants; copy of a Town of Pelham bylaw for prohibiting or regulating signs and other
advertising devices; and a report by the Planning and Development Department of
Niagara Region titled A Living Legacy: towards an environmental conservation strategy
for Niagara.
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Niagara Regional LACAC Association, 1999-2001. Contains a list of the executive;
correspondence; meeting minutes; financial statements; program and list of attendees
for a Heritage Thorold LACAC orientation program; presentation slides on the Ontario
Heritage Act; a report from the Secretary-Treasurer; and promotional material and list of
attendees from a regional LACAC conference in 2000.

Series II: Historic Sites, 1861-2000, n.d.

Comfort Maple files, 1960-1999, n.d. Contains a page of information on the Comfort
Maple in Pelham from an anniversary publication of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation
Authority (1959-1984); a two-page report on damage to the tree and repair work taken
to address it; an article on the Comfort Maple from Intertwined through time: Fenwick
and Pelham by Margaret Comfort; an excerpt from Exploring Niagara: the complete guide
to Niagara Falls and vicinity with a section on the Comfort Maple; a news clipping about
the possible designation of the Comfort Maple as historic under the Ontario Heritage Act;
and documentation about the Comfort Maple including its history, condition, and
correspondence about the leasing of the property that the tree is situated on to the
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority; and a master plan for the Comfort Maple by
the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority.

Report recommending the designation of homes under the Ontario Heritage Act,
submitted to the Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee / John Blaszynski,
James McEwen, and Sonja Tauss. Fonthill, Ontario, August 1983.

Who’s Who in Heritage in Niagara, 1977-1999 / compiled by Gail Benjafield, Lynn
Prunskus and John Benjafield. St. Catharines, ON, 1998.

News clippings, 1999-2000. Contains articles about the designation of the Comfort Maple
as historic under the Ontario Heritage Act, and an article about a possible appeal by PALS
(Preservation of Agricultural Lands Society) re: an OMD decision to allow development on
tender fruitlands in Fonthill.

Map of the Town of Pelham by Proctor and Redfern Ltd., 1976. The map has been
annotated to show houses, schools, churches, cemeteries and other significant sites,
including the Comfort Maple. A handwritten note at the top reads “Prepared February
1976 by Pelham Historical Society for Niagara Historical Council”.

Copy of a land document concerning the sale of land in Pelham Township by Michael Haist
to Christian Haist, August 10, 1861. Also includes a copy of a map Pelham showing lots
and landowners, n.d.



