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Beloved Author, Poetess
.Passes Away“at Fenwick

ArREAL &7 &
Death Comes to Aighes
Ethelwyn Wetherald

Funeral on Tuesday

Fenwick, Ont., March 11 — Death
has ended the career of one of On-
tario’s most renowned and well loved
women in the person of Miss Agnes
Ethelwyn Wetherald,
poetess and writer. Miss Wetherald
passed away early. Sunday morning
succumbing to an attack of
monia.

Deceased was a daughter of William
Wetherald and Jemima Harris Balls
of Rockwood, Ont., where she was
born on April 26, 1857. She was the
sixth child in a family of 11 children,
of which she'was the sole survivor.
Her maternal grandparents were Irish
while her father was English coming
to Canada from Yorkshire in 1820. Mr.
Wetherald etablished in 1851 a board-
ing school at Rockwood, it later be-
ing known as Rockwood Academy,
from which graduated many disting-
uished men. He later resigned his
principalship to become superinten-
dent of Havergal College, near Phil-
adelphia, returning a few years later
to settle on the farm near Fenwick,
known ,as “The Tall Evergeens,”
where he became an ordajned minis-
ter of the Society of Friends. He
had a fine mastery of English which
he imparted to his family and it was
in this home and under the fine tut-
_lelage of her father that Miss Weth-
erald received her early education.
Later = she attended The Friends
Boarding School at Union Springs,
N.Y., and subsequently Pickering
College, Ontario..

Literary Career

As a writer, Miss Wetherald won
her first prominence in the years
1887-88-89” when she contributed ar-
ticles frequently to The Globe at To-
ronto. Each article was about a col-
1umn in length and was signed by the
nom de plume of Bel Thistlethwaite,
a contraction of the maiden name of
her paternal grandmother. In June

1889, Miss Wetherald was requested

by the editor to come to Toronto to
write “Notes and Comments” and an
occasional editorial. The editor was
John Cameron,

The following year Mr. Cameron
resign and returned to London, Ont,
where in 1890 he founded a small
monthly magazine titled “Wives and
Daughters” and Miss Wetherald be-
came assistant editor. This little
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magazine continued publication for
three yvears during which time Miss!
Wetherald ecapably wrote nearly all
the editorials, as well as the book re-
views, and was responsible for select-
ed poetry, the children’s department,
etc. It was during those years in
London that Miss Wetherald began
writing her exquisite lyrics and son-
‘nets, which have since charmed soO
|many readers. By 1895 she had en-
‘ough for her first book, “The House
of the Trees,” and other poems. In!
“Tangled in .Stars,”|
and in 1904, “The Radiant Road.” In
the autumn of 1907 a larger collec-
tion of her verse was published in
Toronto, “The Last Robin; Lyrics and
Sonnets.”

Miss Wetherald returned to her
home in 1893, going to Philadelphia
in the winter of ’95-'96 s assistant to
Francis Bellamy, the literary editor
of the Ladies’ Home Journal. Her
chance to assist Forrest Morgan, one
of the editors of “The World’s Best|
Literature” came about through cor-|
respondence. He had written in praise|
of her “Wind of Death” and later
asked her to be his assistant, in which
capacity she acted for nearly a year
and included in one of his volumes
five or six of her poems.

Active To The End

Miss Wetherald, in company with
her brother, Samuel, travelled exten-
sively’ before returning to the quiet
life she lived of latter years. One by
one her large family predggggsqd. her

and for a number of years she has
left the shelter of her home only on
rare occasions.

Happily engaged with her books,

her writing and a large correspond-
ence with friends far and wide, this
quiet, unassuming little woman with
her keen intellect and wide interests
in the affairs of the world of today
lived out ker life to a happy end. Al-
though she left her home but seldom,
'many famous people renowned in the
iworld of letters and art found their
{way to her door.
! A complete edition of lyrics and
sonnets containing every poem which
Miss Wetherald wishes preserved and |
comprising 350 in all, was arranged |
and published in 1931. John W. Gar- |
vin was responsible for the arrang-!
ing of this work. A couple of her
better known poen:s also had the dis-
tinction of being a part of the public
school readers in Ontario.

Miss Wetherald leaves to mourn an
adopted  daughter, Miss Dorothy
Wetherald; two nieces, Mrs. R. D.
Linden of St. Paul, Minn., and Mrs.
Thomas Wollsright of San Fran-
cisco, California; one nephew, Rene
Wetherald of St. Paul; and a host
of sorrowing friends.

A private service for intimate
friends will be held at the home on
. Tuesday, March 12th, at 2 o’clock,
proceeding to the Friends’ church at'
Pelham Corners for public service at
2.30 p.m. Burial will be in the Friends’
cemetery. :

| neighbors gathered on Tuesday al-
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BELOVED POET
LAID TO REST

Glowing Tribute Paid To
Long Life and Service

Fenwick, March 13 —Friends and
ternoon to pay their last respects to
Miss Agnes Ethelwyn Wetherald,
whe passed away early Sunday
morning. A short service for inti-
mate friends was' held at the family
home, “The Tall : Evergreens,” then
the funeral. cortege proceeded to the

" | Friends church, Pelham Corners, for

& public service. The pastor, Rev.
Stanley Van Every, officiated.

Ic.was fitting that the final cere-
monies for Miss Vvetneraid should
take place in the place so closeiy as-
sociated with' the life of the Wether-
fnd family. Here for many years,
Mr. Wetherald, father of the de-
ceased, preached for divine worship,
and Miss Wetherald herself was al-
ways a faithful adherent.

Mr. Van Every paid glowing trib-
ute to the long life of love and serv-
ice of the one who had gone. Sie |
had not really died, as her spirit
would live eternally in the many
lyrics she left behind. and which i
were so much a part of herself, the |
asior stated. i gl,“l
; Six frienas of many years s[and-E
ing acted as bearers, Frank Page of |
New Dundee, Wm. Dorlar:d of St. !
Catharines, J. A. Daboll of Ridge-
ville, Stewart S. MacInnes of Wel-
and, Walter McRaye of Grimshy
and Louis Blake Duff or Welland.

After a short service in the
church, the remains were reverently
laid to rest in the adjoipinz -pme-
Lery.




