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Abstract:  Port Robinson became a significant location for shipbuilding as it was 

situated along the Welland Canal.   The location was ideal for marine 

construction and attracted many residents to the area that found work in 

the trades.  The collection contains materials related to the marine history 

of the village of Port Robinson.      
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Administrative/    

Biographical 

History: 

 Tom Russell is a historian from Port Robinson and has a passionate 

interest in all historical aspects of the town.    
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 The collection reflects the early marine history, specifically shipbuilding 

that dominated village industry in the mid to late 19th century.   

 

 Some records reflect the shipbuilding activities of William Ross and Sons.  

Ross was a shipbuilder operating primarily in Port Robinson.  It is 

estimated that Ross and Sons built 20 tugs in the range of 12 to 18 metres 

in length and 4.5 metres at the beam.    Source:  Niagara’s shipbuilding heritage,  

Skip Gillham.   

   

 William Dundonald Ross was a native of Scotland.   Ross and his 

Canadian born wife, Catherine Smith, lived in Chippawa until after 1851.    

In 1854, Ross is listed as a ships carpenter living on Ontario Street in St. 

Catharines.    The Ross family was living in Port Robinson by 1865 when 

Catherine Smith Ross passed away.   He lived in Port Robinson until his 

death in 1912.   William Ross is buried in the Port Robinson Presbyterian 

cemetery.    

 

 The Grisdale and Ross families lived in close proximity to each other in 

Port Robinson.  Hugh Grisdale came from a long line of marine builders 

and workers.  Hugh’s father Robert Grisdale was a ship/tug captain,  

carpenter and in 1891 a lock tender;  while sons Frederick and Hugh 

became carpenters.    

 

 Alfred White built the tug “Inez” in 1884 in Welland for Duncan 

Armstrong.  Additional information on the details can be found in RG 912, 

Niagara Ship Papers Collection.  White used shipbuilding facilities along 

the Welland Canal in Thorold, Port Robinson, Welland and Humberstone 

(Port Colborne).   

  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scope and Content: The collection contains photographs and records related to early 

shipbuilding in the village of Port Robinson.    

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Organization:  The records were arranged into three series: 

  

 Series I.  Tug “Inez”, 1884, 1900, n.d. 

 

 Series II.  Steamer Scow “Maggie R. Mitchell”, 1873, 1902, n.d. 

  

 Series III.  Port Robinson photographs,  n.d.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inventory:    
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 Series I.  Tug “Inez”, 1884, 1900, n.d.  

 

1.1 Certificate of Survey, 1884 [Alfred White is listed as the builder] 

 

1.2 Photograph of the tug Inez in the canal, potentially on launch day.   

Received as a gift from Fred Addis.  [1 bw photograph, approx. 2x3] 

 

 1.3 Correspondence, 9 July 1900.   From unknown to John McClive re: owner 

James Murphy’s British nationality  

 

1.4 Reproduction photograph, Inez, n.d.     

 

1.5 Half hull miniature of the Inez, [1884].  The miniature was submitted to 

the ??? for inspection and approval to Canada Customs.    The same 

handwriting appears on the reverse and is stamped Canada Customs  

 

 

Series II.  Tug “Maggie R. Mitchell”, 1873, 1902, n.d. 

 

1.6 Surveyor’s certificate of admeasurement for steamers, 29 May 1873 [blue 

page] 

 

1.7 Registry declaration, 29 May 1873.   Registers the Maggie R. Mitchell, 

built by William Ross and Sons at Port Robinson and owned by William 

Ross.   

 

1.8 Declaration of ownership, 11 April 1902.  Transfers ownership from 

William Ross to John A. Reeb of Port Colborne.   

 

1.9 Declaration of ownership, 11 April 1902.  Transfers ownership from 

William Ross to Eugene Reeb of Port Colborne.   

 

1.10 Receipt from H.S. Collum?, for steam tug Maggie R. Mitchell, 29 

November 1878.   

 

1.11 Photograph of five workers at the Ross shipyard in Port Robinson, n.d.  

Hugh Grisdale has been identified by Helen Grisdale White, the original 

owner of the photograph.   The workers are applying a rope and tar 

treatment to the sides of the hull of a tug.  

 

 Series III.  Port Robinson photographs, n.d.    

 

1.12 Reproduction photograph from a postcard, The Lock, Port Robinson, ca. 

1910    

 

1.13 Reproduction photograph from a postcard, Bridge and Lock, Port 

Robinson, ca. 1910  
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